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Neighbourhood exclusions.

Although the country profiles database has been enriched by the addition of strategic and ERA partners, it still lacks
European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) countries and, in particular, those from the Eastern Partnership (EaP). That
is quite surprising given the fact that the ‘New Agenda for the EaP’, which was discussed in 2016, in fact, focuses
specifically on issues related to transportation and mobility. From the EU perspective, the integration of these
countries into the region’s transportation market would better connect them to the EU and facilitate easier trade.
Improved infrastructure is, even more importantly, of interest to all those involved in the EaP development. Stronger
EU involvement in these areas would, therefore, improve the now-poor visibility of the Partnership in the region.
Also, worth mentioning is the fact that in the long term, these steps would move those countries towards
full integration with the EU's internal market - helping to achieve one of the ENP constant objectives.

Another way to encourage adoption of EU legislation and, as a result, research cooperation is through incentives
that take the form of promises of funding for more infrastructure projects (including the construction of new border
crossings). A list of priority projects was agreed upon in 2013 during the EaP transport ministerial meeting. Their
implementation does, however, require considerable financing. To achieve this objective, it might be wise to first
utilize unused funds, for instance, the 25% of planned European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI) funding for
EaP countries which has not yet been spent.

The improved coordination of financial assistance (with financial institutions and third-party countries such as
China) as well as activities promoting priority projects, including research-oriented ones, might be a good idea. In
order to do so, the EU might consider establishing a permanent branch of the EaP transport panel responsible for
establishing contacts, finding financing for projects and developing local implementation functions. A model to
follow might be that of the South-East Europe Transport Observatory (SEETO) which operates in the Western
Balkans. A joint grant and lending mechanisms, similar to the Western Balkans Investment Framework, should also
be taken under consideration - it would facilitate the combing of resources of various stakeholders. The research
potential, also between universities, in this regard looks more than promising and could make TRIMIS even more
attractive.

Innovation spillover.

TRIMIS has been a much needed tool for all those interested in up-to-date info on innovations in transportation.
Although the website has been up and running for just two weeks, the diverse resources available on it are already
satisfactory. The next available functionality could potentially enable finding partners for cooperation in seeking
H2020 funding - this would ultimately reinforce and further develop the community of parties interested in bidding
together for transportation innovation projects and have a direct, positive impact on EU's ability to
compete on a global scale.

In the future, administrators of the platform should also consider adding a section specifically devoted to ‘European
Transport Innovation Challenge’ - a new award presented by the EC to young innovators in the field of transporta-
tion. Starting this year, the Commission literally invites them to come up with creative solutions for goods and
services that will contribute to solving issues related to STRIA roadmaps - particularly reducing CO2 emissions relat-
ed to transportation. These solutions can but do not have to be based on research. They can be related to any and
all modes of transportation or simply to one of the many industries interrelated with transportation - such as
healthcare, retail or foods. The key words here are innovation and new business model and that makes this an ideal
initiative to be covered by TRIMIS from now on.




